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S.  MACKENZIE,  PRINTER,  111,  FLEET  STREET. 


REPORT  ADOPTER  BY  THE  COMMITTEE,, 


Gentlemen, — 

Having  had  the  honour  of  being  intrusted,  as  one  of 
your  Committee,  with  the  management  of  the  Free  Bath  s 
and  Wash-house  at  Glasshouse-yard,  I  have  to  submit  the 
following  statement  for  your  information,  and  I  hope  for 
your  approval : — 

The  second  year  of  our  Association  ended  on  the  31st  of 
May  last,  during  which  year  the  bathers  were  34,843 ;  the 
washers  and  dryers  of  clothes  38,445  (who  washed  254,446 
articles);  and  the  ironers  11,296— -making  a  total  of  82,604 
persons.  Their  poverty  is  evident  from  the  small  average 
number  of  articles  (less  than  seven)  washed  by  each  indi¬ 
vidual,  although  one  person  often  washed  for  a  whole  family. 
These  facts  prove  that  the  benefits  of  the  Charity  can  rarely 
have  been  misapplied,  and  that  the  endurance  of  dirt  by  the 
very  poor  is  more  from  necessity  than  choice. 

In  addition  to  the  bathing  and  washing,  many  hundreds  of 
the  poor  in  the  neighbourhood,  assisted  by  the  gift  of  white¬ 
wash  and  the  loan  of  pails  and  brushes,  were  induced  by 
the  Association  to  purify  their  wretched  and  unwholesome 
dwellings  during  the  summer  and  winter,  a  most  important 
measure  at  all  times,  and  especially  so  last  year,  considering 
that  the  autumn  was  followed  by  a  long  and  severe  winter, 
and  a  spring,  during  which  the  overcrowding,  disease  and 
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suffering  to  which  the  destitute  poor  are  ordinarily  exposed, 
were  greatly  aggravated  by  the  destitution  then  so  generally 
prevailing. 

That  the  desire  for  cleanliness  is  on  the  increase  among 
the  objects  of  the  care  of  the  Association  is  evident  from 
the  numbers  who  flock  to  Glasshouse-yard  from  many  miles 
round  the  metropolis  to  purify  their  persons  and  clothing, 
and  the  applications  made  for  cleansing  their  abodes ;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  poverty- 
stricken  and  destitute  will  lend  their  aid  to  further  our  at¬ 
tempts  to  ameliorate  their  condition. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  extensive  good  done  by 
the  bathing,  washing,  and  ironing,  has  cost  (for  working  ex¬ 
penses)  only  £317,  2s.  5d.,  and  that  the  thorough  cleansing 
of  several  hundreds  of  rooms,  staircases,  courts,  &c.,  the 
greater  part  of  which  were  filthy  in  the  extreme  and  densely 
inhabited,  has  cost  only  £15,  5s. 

In  addition  to  the  benefits  afforded  directly  to  the  poor 
resorting  to  Glasshouse-yard,  the  Association  has  done  much 
towards  promoting  the  general  establishment  of  baths  and 
wash-houses  for  the  labouring-classes,  by  proving  how  eco¬ 
nomically  they  can  be  conducted. 

Allowing  one-farthing  a-head  as  the  expense  of  11,296 
ironers  (£11,  15s.  4d.),  the  total  expenses  of  the  73,288 
bathers  and  washers  were  £305,  7s.  Id.,  or  one  penny  a-head. 

At  this  cost  of  one  penny  each,  34,843  wrarm  baths  have 
been  given,  every  bather  having  an  ample  supply  of  clean 
warm  water,  a  clean  towel,  and  a  small  piece  of  soap ;  and 
38,445  persons  have  had  a  sufficiency  of  hot  and  cold  water, 
and  (except  partially  during  May,  owing  to  the  want  of 
funds)  of  soda  and  soap  to  wash  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  articles,  the  greater  part  of  which;  when  washed, 
were  dried  and  ventilated  in  a  chamber  by  means  of  a  puri¬ 
fying  current  of  heated  air. 
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The  working  expenses  did  not  include  rent  or  taxes,  or  any 
water-rate,  except  for  six  months,  or  any  charges  for  coal 
during  seventeen  weeks;  but  if  the  Association  had  paid 
rent  and  taxes,  and  for  water  and  coals  during  the  whole 
year,  but  had  not  given  soap  or  soda,  these  expenses  would 
have  been  at  least  £25  less  than  they  were,  so  that  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  economically  a  bathing  and 
washing  Establishment,  at  which  soap  and  soda  are  not  given, 
can  be  conducted,  the  experience  of  the  Association  may  be 
confidently  appealed  to. 

For  many  years,  I  have  acted  as  Honorary  Surgeon  to  the 
Houseless  Poor  Institution,  but  in  no  season  have  I  witnessed 
more  severe  cases  of  destitution  than  during  the  last.  Many 
came  to  the  Eastern  Asylum  so  miserably  clad,  so  exceedingly 
dirty,  and  so  deeply  desponding,  that  but  for  the  additional 
means  of  promoting  cleanliness  and  the  healthful  action  of  the 
skin  which  were  afforded  bj^  the  Association,  I  feel  certain  that 
fever  of  a  most  malignant  character  would  have  broken  out 
among  the  inmates,  and  have  spread  with  fearful  rapidity. 
Numbers  of  those  who  applied  for  admission — especially 
among  the  newly-arrived  from  Ireland — were  either  affected 
with  that  disease  when  they  made  their  application,  in  which 
case  they  were  not  admitted,  or  fell  suddenly  ill  of  it  soon 
afterwards  in  the  building.  There  they  met  with  every 
attention  which  could  be  given  to  them,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say,  that  all,  without  a  single  exception,  recovered,  although 
the  place  was  frequently  so  overcrowded,  as  to  render  it 
necessary  to  refuse  admission  to  as  many  as  200  in  one 
evening. 

That  the  benefits  derivable  from  Baths  and  Wash-houses 
may  be  properly  appreciated,  the  'Public  should  pay  a  visit  to 
the  Establishment. 

Individuals  clothed  in  rags,  or  in  gowns  lent  them  on  the 
spot,  to  enable  them  to  wash  the  articles  they  were  wearing 
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widen  they  entered,  and  whose  appearance  would  incline  ordi¬ 
nary  observers  to  suppose  them  indifferent  to  filth,  may  be 
seen  labouring  hard  to  obtain  the  advantages  offered ;  and  it 
will  be  evident  to  all,  that  the  Charity  is  not  one  encouraging 
idleness,  but  productive  of  industry,  and  leading  to  self-respect 
and  social  happiness. 

I  may  add,  that  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  gratitude  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  recipients  of  our  bounty,  for  I  have  heard 
them  say,  “  that  this(the  bathing  and  washing)  is  the  best 
thing  that  has  ever  yet  been  done  for  the  poor,  as  it  not  only 
made  them  feel  stronger,  and  fitter  for  work,  but  much  surer’ 
of  gettin  g  it,  than  when  they  were  so  very  dirty.”  I  have  heard 
a  respectable-looking  woman  say,  “that  she  never  had  a  bath 
in  her  lifetime  until  she  came  to  Glasshouse  Yard,  but  that 
now  she  would  rather  be  without  a  meal’s  victuals  than  a 
bath,  as  it  always  did  her  so  much  good.”  On  enquiring 
whether  she  came  often  to  Glasshouse  Yard,  I  was  told  she 
did  so,  regularly  every  week.  I  have  seen  women  toiling 
unremittingly  to  wash  their  own  and  their  children’s  clothing, 
who  had  been  compelled  to  sell  their  hair  to  purchase  food 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger : — I  have  seen  persons  there 
who  had  walked  from  Greenwich,  Ascot,  and  places  miles 
distant  from  the  metropolis,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  conferred  by 
our  Institution, — -and  I  have  known  at  least  one  instance  in 
which  the  saving  of  life  itself  was,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
directly  owing  to  the  aid  which  we  were  enabled  to  afford. 

I  regret  that  our  exertions  have  not  hitherto  met  with  that 
pecuniary  support  of  which  I  believe  them  deserving ;  but  I 
cannot  suffer  myself  to  fear  that  an  Institution  doing  so  much 
good,— -and,  in  all  probability,  preventing  much  danger  to 
the  community, — will  be  allowed  to  sink,  without  a  strenuous 
effort  being  made  for  its  preservation,  especially  now  that 
fever-following  in  the  footsteps  of  famine — is  actually  existing 
to  an  extent  justifying  my  serious  apprehension.  I  can- 
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not  therefore  too  strongly  urge  the  claims  of  the  charity  to 
public  support,  on  the  score  of  its  great  use  in  preventing 
disease. 

The  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  Public  Press,  the 
liberality  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houseless  Poo^Institution, 
in  placing  their  Eastern  Asylum,  except  when  occupied  by 
their  own  inmates,  at  our  disposal,  and  the  kindness  of  our 
respected  Chairman,  in  affording  the  gratuitous  use  of  the 
Committee  room,  are  thankfully  acknowledged. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Establishment  have  conducted  themselves  with 
great  propriety  assiduity,  and  humanity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Robert  Bowie. 

Annexed  are  the  usual  Balance  Sheet  and  Statistics. 

Committee  Room, 

34,  Abchurch  Lane , 

June  15,  1847.. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


£  t. 

Adams,  John,  Esq.  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Alexander,  J.  W.s  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Attwood,  G.  W.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

A.  B.,  per  J.  Bullar,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  11 

Addis,  J.  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  and  Faucet  ..  ..  10 

A  Gentleman  per  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.,  London.  ..  2  2 

Builar,  John,  Esq.,  annual  ..  . .  SO 

Bruce,  J.,  Esq.,  do.  ..  ..  ..  ..  2  2 

Barnett,  Hoare,  &  Co.,  do.  ..  ..  ..  2  2 

Bevington,  T.,  Esq.,  do.  ..  ..  . .  2  2 

Beyley,  Dr.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0  10 

Barclay,  Bevan,  &  Co.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10  10 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  for  the  labouring. classes  ..  50  0 

Brown,  John,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Bullar,  Henry,  Esq.  ..  ..  ...  ..  10 

Bowie,  Robert,  Esq.  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Chatfield,  T.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  5  0 

Cook,  Nath.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Chambers,™  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  0  10 

Childs  &  Co.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10  10 

Campbell,  Duncan,  Esq.  . .  . .  .  .  . .  10 

Cubitt,  W.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  5  6 

Clark,  James,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Charringtons,  Miss  . .  . .  . .  . .  5  0 

Dennison  &  Co . ,  annual  ..  ..  ..  •  •  2  2 

Daw,  James,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Davies,  J.,  Esq.,  two  subscriptions  §. .  ..  ..  10  0 

Durant,  J.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  •  •  5  0 

De  Lisle,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ••  5  0 

E.  R.  P.  ..  ..  ..  ••  •*  0  10 

Empson,  Wm.,  Esq.  ..  ..  ..  ••  5  0 

Gurney,  Samuel,  Eeq.  .,  ..  ..  *•  10  10 

Gurney,  Samuel,  jun.,  Esq,,  annual  ..  ••  2  2 

Gurney,  Russell,  Esq.,  Q.C.  ..  ..  ••  5  S 

Greenwood,  H.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet  ..  ••  10 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Glynn,  Sir  R.  C.,  &  Co.,  annual 
Hill  &  Fawcet 


Heaton  R.,  Esq. 

Herbert,  H.,  Esq. 

Hawes,  William,  Esq. 

Hervey,  H.  R.,  Esq. 

Kingscote,  Henry,  Esq. 

Kingscote,  Henry,  Esq.,  annual 
Kelly,  Rev.  J,  P. 

Kilburn,  Esq.  . . 

Lettis,  Miss,  per’John  Bullar,  Esq. 


L,  M,  . ,  . .  . • 

Lincoln,  A.  E. 

Larpent,  Sir  George 
Lee,  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet 
Law,  J.  H.,  Esq, 

Mathews,  Miss  . .  , , 

Moore,  Rev.  John 
Mills,  Edward,  Esq.,  annual 
Myers,  B.,  Esq. 

Mercers,  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Osborne,  John,  Esq. 

Ottar,  Miss  . .  . .  . . 

Phillips,  J.  E„  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawce 
Perry,  G.  L.,  Esq. 

Powles,  J.  D.,  Esq.,  annual  .. 

Powles,  J.  D.,  Esq.,  donation 
Parnell,  Miss  ..  ., 

Redsdale,  T ,  Esq.  .. 

Ridgeway,  T.,  Esq.,  annual 
Robinson,  Esq.  .. 

Robarts,  Curtis,  &  Co.,  annual 
Rycroft,  Sir  N.  C.,  Bart.  .. 

Spooner  &  Co,,  annual  .. 

Slade,  A.  F.,  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet 
Slade,  F.,  do.  .. 

Sheldon 

Staul,  A.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet 
Taylor,  James,  Esq. 

Truman,  Hanbury,  &  Co.,  annual  .. 

Tuke,  Sam.,  Esq. 

Tinkes,  Captain 
Taylor,  R.  C.,  Esq. 


£.  t.  d. 
2  2  0 

15  0 

1  0  0 
1  1  0 
1  0  0 
1  0  » 
5  0  0 
2  2  0 
0  10  0 
1  0  o 

1  i  *  © 

1  0  0 
3  0  0 

2  2  0 
1  1  0 
1  1  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
2  2  0 
10  0 

10  0  0 
2  2  0 
1  1  0 
5  0  0 

2  2  0 
2  2  0 
10  0  '  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
5  5  0 
1  0  0 
2  2© 
3  3  0 
2  2  0 
2  2  0 
1  1  0 
5  0  0 
10  0 
1  0  0 
2  2  0 
1  0  0 
0  10  0 
J  0  10  0 
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Toms,  J.,  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet  . .  . .  J 

Toynbee,  J  .,  Esq  ,  for 
Vaughan,  George,  Esq.  . . 

Vaughan,  Mrs. 

Varden,  A.,  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet  . , 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Carus,  annual  ..  ..  1 

Warren,  J.  L.,  Esq.  . .  . .  . .  z—  . . 

Williams,  Deacon,  &  Co  ,  annual 
Wilkinson,  H.,  Esq.,  per  Messrs.  Hill  &  Fawcet 
Wilkinson,  H.  E.,  do. 

Sundry  small  donations  at  Baths  and  Wash-houses,  Glasshouse- 
yard  ••  . *  . a  a •  «• 


£.  t.  d. 
0  10  6 

1  o  e 
10  lo  e 
10  10  0 

1  0  0 
1  1  0 
1  0  0 

2  2  0 

5  0  0 
5  5  0 

2  10 


[Should  any  donors  to  this  Establishment  perceive  an  omission 
of  their  Subscriptions  or  Donations  in  the  list,  intimation  of  the 
same  will  obliged,  as  several  errors  haye  originated  by  inatten¬ 
tion  to  the  title  of  the  Establishment.] 


n 

***  Communications  lo  be  addressed  to  34,  Abchurch 
Lane ;  No.  1 ,  Fowkes ’  Buildings ,  Tower  Street ;  or  to  the 
Free  Baths  and  Wash-house  Establishment  Glasshouse 
Yard. 


SECOND 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT 

OF 

THE  ASSOCIATION 


FOR 

PROMOTING  CLEANLINESS  AMONGST  THE  POOR, 


WASHERS,  BATHERS  &  IRONERS. 


English 

- 

.  45936 

Irish  - 

- 

-  £2209 

Scotch 

- 

. 1446 

Welch 

- 

763 

Foreigners  •• 

. 1230 

Total .  84584 

Receipts  and  Expenditure  from  June  l,  IS46?  t© 

May  31,  1847. 


Dr, 


Cr. 


1846:  £  s.  d. 

June  1,  To  Cash  in  hands)  .  n 

of  Treasurer  ........  $  38  4  9 

1847: 

May  31,  Subscriptions .  ...295  9  0 

„  Loan .  35  0  0 

„  Balance  . . 33  13  5 

£  a.  d. 

By  New  Baths,  Fittings.  1  _ 

Plate,  Repairs,  &c.  . .  ]  42  s  ® 

By  Reports,  Stationery, ) 
Advertisements,  &c.. .  f  28  12  0 

ToExpensesin  Cleansing  ) 

and  Whitewashing  the  >  15  5  o 

Dwellings  of  the  Poor} 

By  Expenses  for  Bath-} 
ing.  Washing  and  Iron- ( 
ing,  viz. Wages,  Coals,  r  1  6 

Soap,  Soda,  &c.  .....  J 

£ 403  7  2 

DEBT. 

Loan . .  35  0  0 

Balance . .  . .  33  14  5 

£68  14  5 

£403  7  2 

- 

Increase  of  Bathers,  Washers,  and  Ironers  over  last  year,  14,940 
Decrease  in  working  cost,  £60  15s.  4d. 

73,288  Bathers  and  Washers  cost  £305  7s.  Id.,  which  is  Id.  for  each. 
11.298  Ironers,  estimated  to  cost  abont£d.  each,  £11  15s.  4d, 


DESCRIPTION 


OF  THE 


WASHING  &  DRYING  APPARATUS. 


WASHING. 

Thb  steam  passes  direct  from  the  boiler,  in  pipes,  to  the 
baths  and  washing-tubs,  the  latter  of  which  are  convertible 
into  boilers  for  the  clothes,  by  closing  the  lids.  A  pipe  leads 
from  the  boiler  into  a  cask,  placed  a  little  above  it,  which 
contains  cold  water :  its  situation  is  such  as  to  possess  a 
pressure  little  less  than  the  safety  valve,  whereby  a  second 
and  safe  valve  is  formed,  entirely  abolishing  all  risk  from 
over -heating ;  at  the  same  time  the  temperature  of  the 
water  in  the  cask  is  raised  to  the  boiling  point,  and  is  ready 
for  immediate  use,  by  ths  condensation  of  the  steam,  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  wasted  and  spread  about  the 
building.  As  a  further  security  against  accidents,  a  vacuum 
valve  is  added  to  the  boiler  to  prevent  collapse. 


THE  DRYING  APPARATUS. 

Consists  of  tubes  placed  over  the  furnace  of  the  boiler, 
through  which  a  current  of  air  is  driven  by  a  fan  into  the 
chamber,  possessing  a  pipe  at  the  top,  whereby  the  effluvia  is 
dispersed  into  the  atmosphere.  The  wheel  driving  the 
fan  is  turned  by  hand. 


WASHING  &  DRYING  Ground  Flan,  G- 


J.  Brown, 


WASHING  &  IRONING 


See  Ground  Flan  G. 


